Extracts from

Reg Warburton’s Postal Course in Modern Popular Singing, 1957.

Never in the history of popular music has there been such a demand for singers as there is to-day. Almost every week we read of a new singer who has rocketed to stardom.

How was it done? There are hundreds of promising young singers in all parts of the British Isles who are asking that question. They feel that if they had the right kind of guidance and advice they too could become singing starts.

This course has been specially written for those ambitious young people. It is the result of many years of experience in coaching and guiding some of the top stars of to-day, and contains the same lessons  and advice which they were given when they too were unknown singers. 

Anyone with an ear for music and a pleasant voice, can, by studying this course thoroughly, create the same opportunities as the stars did.

[…]

Fee for full course of ten lessons - £4.4s. 0d


I agree to take the full course of ten lessons. I also agree not to re-sell or to divulge any of the information contained therein.

Some of you are taking this course of lessons as a pleasant and possibly profitable hobby: for others it is a serious step on the way to a singing career. To all of you however, no matter what your reasons or interests in popular singing, I would lie to point out right away that there is no Magic Formula. 

To enrol for the course and then sit back and wait for a miracle to happen will not improve your singing one little bit.

These lessons will show you the path to a good performance, but only you yourself, by studying the course thoroughly and practising hard, can tread that path.  

There are no real excuses for not practising. For instance if your daily job is in a factory or similar place you can be humming or singing our exercises softly for two or three hours a day. On the other hand, if you work in an office where singing isn’t usually allowed, you can be practising breathing exercises. After all, even the strictest employer can hardly object to anyone breathing!

A voice is the only musical instrument that you can carry anywhere and use whenever you wish. Take advantage of this wonderful gift and use it whenever you can. A good singer of popular songs, even if not a professional, can always be certain of many friends and a fair share of the pleasant things of life.

Maybe you feel that your appearance is against you, that you haven’t the glamorous looks necessary to become a star. I’d like to tell a story.

Last year I was in the famous Copacabana in New Youk. The Copacabana is one of the most famous night spots in the city, and is noted for its high standard of entertainment even in the capital of show business. On to the floor walked d a small plain, almost ugly man, with a black eyeshade over one eye and an apologetic expression. I thought that the management had made some sort of mistake. I was the mistaken one, however, for within ten minutues I was standing up and applauding as loudly as the rest of them. That man was Sammy Davis Jnr. one of the highest paid entertainers in the States. I learned a lesson that night, that no matter how insignificant a person appears, when that person becomes a great  performer outside appearances are forgotten, and only the artistry shows through So let no one be discouraged because her or she wasn’t born in the shape of a Marilyn Monroe or Tony Curtis. Hard work, sincerity and faith in yourself can overcome plain looks any time.

[…]

Expression is the warmth and feeling that should go into every song you sing.  It is this quality, so rare in any but the greatest artistes, which can move and audience to tears or happiness. 

I believe that Expression, if used sincerely is the greatest possession a singer can have. Even an ordinary voice can thrill thousands when used expressively and sincerely. 

[…] 
To be a successful singer of popular songs you have to have a style of your own. You don’t want your audience to say  ‘ Oh, this is just another impressionist.’ You want them to go away remembering you because you sound different to other singers. You have to have a style which is yours alone.

[…]

it is very important to pick the right songs. Even the best singers can’t sound good if the songs don’t suit them.

[…]

There are many things to remember about singing. Conquer them one by one and someday suddenly you will find that you are doing everything right, and you don’t have to remember any more. That is the day you must work for. It will be worth it.

[…]
Always look pleasant, a beautiful sound never comes out of an ugly expression.

[…]
You will never be able to hold an audience unless they believe in the song which you are singing, and they will never believe in the song unless you believe in it yourself. 

Never sing a song unless you feel that you can sing it sincerely and that you yourself believe in the words. IF YOU CAN’T FEEL IT DON’T SING IT. 

[…]
It is your own Personality and your own Sincerity that you must put over.

[…]What we call Style in singing is only another way of expressing personality. Your style of singing a song is the way that you yourself feel it should be sung.

No two singers of any importance have the same style. It is only the imitators who copy other people - and they never become stars.

[…] The first step to getting a style of singing and a personality of your own is to decide what type of song suits you best.

Quite often you will find that the kind of song that you like to most is also the kind which suits your personality, but this is not true for everyone.
[…]

Don’t be afraid to experiment. You may hit on the one style which will mark you out from the rest of the singers who are trying hard for recognition.

[…]
After you have studied all the other people and learned all you can from them, your style will still depend mostly on your personality.

What are your best points? Everyone has some, so YOU must have. Whatever they are, there is some way to bring them out and use them to your advantage.

[…]
 It may be your smile, your eyes, the way you walk, your sense of humour, or just the fact that you are are a very pleasant person.

You can even make use of what you think are your disadvantages.

I can’t remember Frank Sinatra ever being turned down because he was too thin, or Sophie Tucker or Ethel Waters because they were too fat.

[…]
Never be afraid to criticize yourself. No one else will be afraid to. If you really try to see yourself as others are going to see you, you may save yourself a great deal of disappointment and frustration.

[…]
Nothing comes easily in show business. We might all read of people becoming suddenly famous overnight, but the people who write the stories of these stars for the newspapers don’t tell us of the hard work that went on behind the scenes. They like us to think that this is a fairy story come true, that someone waves a wand and some poor boy or girl suddenly is top of the bill at the Palladium

Don’t you believe it. There is a tremendous lot of hard work behind every success story. Those stars who spring suddenly to fame have been through all the disappointments and frustrations that you are going through. There were times when they felt like giving up the hope of ever breaking through the tough barriers of show business. But they kept at it and eventually things came right.
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